
BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH

As we move through October, it's wonderful to
see how well the children have settled into the
new school year. The classrooms are buzzing
with excitement and enthusiasm as our pupils
embrace their learning with curiosity and
determination. We are so proud of how
everyone has adapted to their routines and
shown kindness and respect to their peers.

This month is full of exciting events and
opportunities for learning, and we can't wait to
share all the fantastic things happening across
our school community. Thank you for your
continued support, and here's to another great
month at school!

NEWSLETTER
AUTUMN IS HERE

OCTOBER 2024HOLLINGWOOD HIGHLIGHTS

This October, we are proud to celebrate
Black History Month at our school.
Throughout the month, children will be
learning about the significant contributions
and achievements of Black individuals, both
past and present, who have shaped history
and continue to inspire us today. This is an
important time to reflect on the importance
of diversity, inclusion, and equality, and to
celebrate the rich cultural heritage that
enriches our society. We look forward to
sharing these meaningful lessons with our
pupils.



EVERY DAY COUNTS!
Our current school attendance stands at
96.84%, which is very close  to our school
target of 97%. Our dedicated Attendance
Champions meet fortnightly to monitor and
track attendance closely. As part of our efforts
to improve attendance, we have started
sending text messages and Class Dojo
messages to inform parents / carers of their
child’s attendance. We are also making
wellbeing calls to offer additional support
where needed.

We encourage all parents and carers to engage
with us and reach out if they need assistance.
More detailed information about our approach
can be found in the school's Attendance
Policy. Click here to view.

Let’s work together to ensure every child
benefits from full participation in school!

We kindly remind all parents and carers that
the school site should not be used as a play
area after the end of the school day. For
safeguarding reasons, children should not be
playing on the trim trail, MUGA, or the
bankings, as there is no staff supervision at
this time.

All children, unless attending an after-school
club or the after-school care, should leave the
school premises when dismissed from class. 

Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation in keeping our school community
safe.

HOME TIME 

School starts at
8:45am and gates are
locked at 9am. If you

are running late,
please come through

the school office.
 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/hollingwood/UploadedDocument/671e95c9-c833-47ae-a3e8-192c2d03214a/attendance-policy-24-25-amended.pdf


THANK YOU!

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
– COMING SOON!

The Scholastic Book Fair will be in school
during the week commencing 21st
October. Books will be available for
purchase during parents' evenings, and
your child can also bring money in to buy
a book during the school day. Class
teachers will let you know which day your
child should bring their money.

A huge thank you to everyone who
contributed to our Macmillan Coffee event!
Whether you baked, donated cakes, or joined
us for coffee, your support made a real
difference. Together, we raised an amazing
£320 for a charity that is very close to our
hearts.

A special shout out to Mrs Laferla, Mr and
Mrs Pickering, and our wonderful
ambassadors for their hard work in helping to
deliver such a successful event. We are truly
grateful for the generosity and community
spirit shown by all!

Grab yourself a bargain and
some early stocking fillers.

Just a reminder that individual school
photos will be taking place on Wednesday
23rd October. Please ensure your child is
in full, smart school uniform - PE kits will
not be needed.

SMILE!



POLITE REMINDER -
PARENTS’ EVENING

Don’t forget, Parents' Evening is coming
up on Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday
23rd October. Please enter via the school
office when you arrive. While there won't
be a crèche, if you're struggling with
childcare, we have benches in the hall
where children can sit and wait during
your appointment. Refreshments will be
available with an honesty box for
donations.

Please contact the office if you require
support to book an appointment. 

We look forward to meeting
with you and celebrating your

child's start to the new
academic year.

We currently have vacancies for Midday
Supervisors at Hollingwood School. If
you, or anyone you know, would be
interested in joining our fantastic team,
please get in touch with the school office
for more information. We’d love to
welcome new members into our
Hollingwood family!

JOIN OUR
HOLLINGWOOD FAMILY

We are looking to appoint
caring and enthusiastic
Midday Supervisors. 

To help children remember whether they
are having school dinners or sandwiches,
we have introduced a new rubber band
system. This simple system is designed to
support children in keeping track of their
lunch choices. All children, regardless of
their choice, will enjoy lunchtime together
in the hall, fostering a sense of community
during meals.

LUNCHTIME SYSTEMS



Key Stage 2  had an exciting opportunity
to enjoy a virtual author visit with Ross
Montgomery, thanks to the support of our
partnership. 

The children were thrilled to engage with
Ross, ask questions, and gain insights into
his writing process, inspiring their own
creative work. It was a memorable
experience for all!

AUTHOR INSPIRATION 

“A PROBLEM SHARED IS
A PROBLEM HALVED”

On World Mental Health Day, we raised
awareness by wearing yellow to show our
support for mental well-being. As part of
our celebrations, the school took part in an
interactive Q&A session with Chelsea
Captain and England international player,
Reece James. He spoke about how
character strengths can have a positive
impact on mental health, inspiring our
children to reflect on the importance of
resilience and positivity in their daily lives.



CHRISTMAS! Preparations are well
underway for our much-anticipated EYFS and
KS1 Christmas performances! Keep an eye
out for letters coming home soon with details
about your child’s role and the costume
they’ll need.

Dates for your diary:
EYFS Performance:
9th & 10th December 2024
10:30-11:30am

KS1 Performance:
17th December 2024
9:15 - 10:15am
2:15 - 3:515pm

IT’S BEGINNING TO
LOOK A LOT LIKE . . .

Dates for your diary! 

We look forward to
celebrating this festive season

with you!

INVESTING IN OUR
MUSIC CURRICULUM

At Hollingwood, we are proud to invest in
a rich and diverse music curriculum. We
work closely with the Derbyshire Musical
Hub, who provide high-quality violin
lessons for our Year 3/4 children and
clarinet lessons for our Year 5/6 children.
These sessions are an exciting part of their
learning, and we are already seeing
fantastic progress. We look forward to
welcoming parents and carers into school
soon for a special classical performance to
showcase their talents!

 

The violin, recorder, clarinet
and glockenspiel are just

some of the instruments our
children learn to play. 



Our Year 5 and 6 pupils recently had the
opportunity to participate in another brilliant
football tournament hosted by SHAPE and
Chesterfield FC. We proudly took both a girls
and a boys team, and each player truly
embodied our Hollingwood values throughout
the competition. Their resilience and
determination shone through in every match,
and we are thrilled to report some excellent
results that reflected the hard work they put in
during the lead-up to the event. Well done to
all involved!

HOLLINGWOOD SHINES
AT SHAPE AND

CHESTERFIELD FC
FOOTBALL

TOURNAMENT

We would like to extend a huge thank you
to Personell Solutions, a local recruitment
company specialising in driving, industrial
and commercial sectors, for their generous
sponsorship of our football kits this season. 

The new kits have given our teams a real
boost, and the children are incredibly proud
to represent Hollingwood in them. 

Personnel Solutions 
Mansfield Branch - 01623 345234

THANK YOU TO OUR KIT
SPONSOR

People from other schools
commented on our team’s

talent!



We are excited to announce that we have 10
additional spaces available for the Young
Voices 2025 concert! This is a fantastic
opportunity for any child to perform in one of
the world’s largest choirs at the Utilita Arena
in Sheffield.

If you would like to sign your child up, please
send a direct message to Miss Clarke or Mrs
Holmes via Class Dojo. Don’t miss out on
this amazing experience!

YOUNG VOICES 2025 -
SPACES AVAILABLE

An unforgettable primary
school experience!

WE ROCK AT 
TIMES TABLES! 

During the week beginning the 11th
November 2024 we will be holding an
exciting ‘Times Table Challenge Week’. The
aim of the week is to encourage the children
to learn their table facts whilst having fun.
See our ROCK STAR DAYS below:

Year 5/6 - 12th November 2024
Year 3/4 - 13th November 2024
Year 1/2 - 14th November 2024

On their specified date, KS2 children are
invited to dress up as Rock Stars, and KS1
children are invited to dress up as robots. 



EXCITING PTA EVENTS
COMING UP!

Our brilliant PTA has a variety of social events
planned in the coming weeks, and we’re
excited for the fun opportunities they will
bring! 

For more information about upcoming events,
please contact the PTA directly via their
Facebook page. 
        
         Hollingwood Primary School PTA - Est.2023.

We look forward to seeing you there and thank
the PTA for their continued support!

          

DONATIONS NEEDED
The PTA are seeking donations for our
upcoming Christmas raffle and would greatly
appreciate your support! If you have any
unwanted gifts at home, please consider
donating them to school. They are looking for
items such as chocolates, biscuits, toiletries,
perfumes, wine, spirits, and gift vouchers.

Please bring any donations to the school
office. 

Your generous contributions will help make
our raffle a big success – thank you!
          



LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES
FOR ALL 

We’re excited to share local events with you
that all children can benefit from, helping
them to explore new opportunities and
experiences in our community.
          



ALWAYS HERE TO HELP
At Hollingwood, we are always here to offer
support where needed. Our dedicated Children
and Family Support Worker, Miss Hudson, is
available to assist both children and their
families with any challenges they may face. 

She has a warm, welcoming office where you
can meet in a comfortable, supportive
environment. If you need any help or advice,
please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

We’re here for you!

SAFEGUARDING - 
OUR NO.1 PRIORITY 

Safeguarding our pupils is paramount at
Hollingwood Primary School.

You must act if you have any concerns about
the safety or wellbeing of a child.

Please contact a DSL (Designated Safegaurd
Lead) to share your concerns. 

The most time efficient way to contact a DSL
is by calling the school office. 

Or, alternatively you can email via -
 safeguardingreports@hollingwood.derbyshire.sch.uk
 


